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OUTREACH
GS-0401-07/09 GIS SPECIALIST
PERMANENT FULL TIME

SULPHUR RANGER DISTRICT

GRANBY, COLORADO

ARAPAHO AND ROOSEVELT NATIONAL FORESTS 

AND

PAWNEE NATIONAL GRASSSLAND

******PLEASE RESPOND BY February 13, 2009 ******

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The Sulphur Ranger District, located in Granby CO, may soon advertise one GS-7/9 permanent full time position.  This position serves as a Geographic Information Systems Specialist providing a full range of geospatial and technical support to District programs.  The incumbent will also serve as the District GPS coordinator.  Duties include:
· Applying natural resource management experience to assist other District specialists in the use of GIS for resource applications.

· Assisting in the design and execution of GIS analysis required to conduct ecosystem assessments, land management planning, and project implementation activities.
· Providing guidance and technical support to resource specialists conducting spatial analysis.

· Applying geographic and cartographic principles in geodatabase construction and map production.

· Developing or processing spatial data from various sources including digitizing, scanning, remote sensing, global positioning systems (GPS), and digital imagery (satellite images) to support GIS analysis projects.
· Working closely with the Forest GIS Coordinator to ensure updates or modifications made during project analysis are incorporated into the Forests’ corporate spatial dataset.
· Training District personnel from all disciplines in data acquisition and data manipulation/editing including software and equipment use and maintenance.   
· Updating and maintaining the Forest Service activity tracking system (FACTS) database. 
The Sulphur Ranger District is experiencing a major mountain pine beetle epidemic in its lodgepole pine forest (approximately 187,000 acres).  Consequently the District’s vegetation management program is focused on salvage logging and fuels reduction treatments.  A large portion of the successful candidate’s duties will support these activities.  The successful candidate will also provide support to a large recreation program and other natural resource areas including lands, fire, wildfire, botany, and other physical sciences.  Applicants should have strong analytical skills and experience with ArcGIS, Excel, Word, PowerPoint, GPS equipment and software, and relational database sources such as Oracle, Access, Dbase, or Info. 

For more information contact Jeff Underhill at (970)-887-4142, via Lotus Notes at JEFFREY L UNDERHILL/R2/USDAFS, email junderhill@fs.fed.us.
District Location and Information:

The Arapaho National Forest is considered an “urban forest”, given its proximity to the Front Range of Colorado, a population center of over three million people.  The Continental Divide separates Grand County from metropolitan Denver.  With improved access via US Highway 40 and Trail Ridge Road (US 34), or via the railroad through Moffat Tunnel, the towns of Winter Park, Fraser, Granby and Grand Lake, as well as surrounding federally administered lands, are now within two hours by car or rail from front range communities.
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The current, year-round population of Grand County is about 8,700 residents, and growing proportionate to the rate of development of the area’s exceptional recreational opportunities.  Seasonal residents typically increase the local population by two thousand in winter and summer.  Single recreational events or holidays can increase the daily population by as much as 10,000.  During the winter ski season, any weekend can bring up to 20,000 skiers, with the Christmas/New Year’s holiday season inundating Winter Park and Fraser with an additional 30,000 to 40,000 visitors!
The district office is located in Granby, Colorado, which is in the eastern part of Grand County.  The Town of Granby is home to approximately 20% of the county’s population of year-round residents.  Granby is a high mountain valley with an elevation of 7,900 feet.  Climatic conditions for the area are described as sub alpine; spring and fall are generally not sustained for more than a few weeks; the summer growing season is typically less than three months; and winters can extend from October through late May.  Summer temperatures range from 60 to 85 degrees F, and winter temperatures can be extreme, commonly falling to –20 degrees F. nightly.  Annual precipitation averages 30 inches and falls mostly in the form of snow, although summer thunderstorms can occur daily.

As a group, Grand Lake, Granby, Fraser, Tabernash and Winter Park are well developed and offer a full range of services and amenities.  The elementary schools are located in Granby, Grand Lake and Fraser, with the middle and high schools located in Granby and Kremmling.  However, there is no public transportation available.  Medical facilities are located in Kremmling, Granby and Winter Park.  Housing is expensive with homes on the east end of the county averaging $340,000, and those in Granby, Hot Sulphur Springs and Kremmling averaging $250,000.  Rent for private housing ranges from $600 to $1200 per month.  Government housing maybe available at Grand Lake, and the driving distance from government housing to Granby is about 14 miles on U.S. Highway 34.  Recreational opportunities are extensive and include hiking, biking, fishing, hunting, cross-country skiing, downhill skiing, snowshoeing and snowmobiling.

This unique District includes:

· Arapaho National Recreation Area

· Five of the largest reservoirs in Western Colorado

· Winter Park and Mary Jane ski areas 

· Fraser Experimental Forest

· Four wilderness areas, including the Indian Peaks which sustains one of the heaviest uses in the state

· Immediate proximity to Rocky Mountain National Park

OUTREACH DOCUMENTATION

USDA Forest Service

Arapaho & Roosevelt National Forests and Pawnee National Grassland

Sulphur Ranger District

9 Ten Mile Drive, Granby, CO 80446
ATTN: Jeff Underhill
E-MAIL: junderhill@fs.fed.us  

Geographic Information Specialist GS-401-07/09
******PLEASE RESPOND VIA E-MAIL BY February 13, 2009******
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