Rocky Mountain Research Station

USDA Forest Service

The purpose of this early alert is to maximize diversity of the pools of candidates.  USDA is an equal employment opportunity employer

February 11, 2004

GIS Specialist GS-401, 1301 – 9

Fire Sciences Laboratory

MISSOULA, MONTANA

Full-time 13 Month Term

Starting Salary: $39,690 per annum

This position is located in the Prescribed Fire and Fire Effects Research Work Unit, Rocky Mountain Research Station, Fire Sciences Laboratory, Missoula, MT. The position is that of a GIS Specialist, with an emphasis on fire effects.  The position is also part of the Rapid Assessment Team of LANDFIRE US.

The position provides Geographic Information System computer expertise supporting research activities.  This includes the collection and integration of ecological data into GIS, GIS processes and analysis, and GIS products.  The incumbent must also be able to conduct field validation of GIS products.  Areas of application include all natural resource management and research areas, and in addition, include the creation and adherence to data standards, maintenance of program software, development of analysis techniques, and coordination with Forest Service programs.

We encourage you to express your interest in this position by March 5, 2004. Response to this outreach will determine the area of consideration and recruitment method, so your response is important. If you would like more information, email or call Jim Menakis, jmenakis@fs.fed.us, 406-329-4958.

When this position is advertised, the job announcement will be posted on the internet: www.usajobs.opm.gov.
DUTY STATION:  Fire Sciences Laboratory, Missoula, MT

The Fire Sciences Laboratory (FiSL) is a Forest Service research laboratory of the Rocky Mountain Research Station.  The FiSL has four research units:  Fire Effects, Fire Behavior, Fire Chemistry, and Fire Suppression.  The FiSL consists of several laboratories and offices, a Fire Effects Library, two wind tunnels, and the world's largest controlled environment combustion chamber used in forest fire research.  The laboratory is located near the Johnson-Bell Airport and adjacent to the Aerial Fire Depot, which promotes interaction with fire suppression personnel and facilitates the use of aircraft in experiments.

COMMUNITY:  Missoula is a thriving community with a population of 70,000 in the greater urban area and an elevation of 3,200 ft.  As a natural outdoor playground it's unparalleled, and yet Missoula is one of the most dynamic cultural centers in the Northwest.  Home to the University of Montana, Missoula is also a major retail and medical hub in western Montana and claims one of the nation's highest doctor to patient ratios.  A wide variety of specialty, discount, and budget shopping centers make Missoula the retail hub for an estimated 200-mile radius.  The Missoula school system is considered excellent with three public and two private high schools, numerous elementary schools, a College of Technology and the University of Montana.

Missoula is not just about getting by; it is about getting better.  For a small city, Missoula offers big possibilities in education, the arts, entertainment, outdoor recreation and business; the opportunities continue to grow each year.  Missoula is about building trails at the heart of our city and extending them to outlying communities and into existing wilderness paths, connecting our business and personal lives with our inspiring natural environment. It's about respecting riparian and other natural areas while providing parks and recreation.  Missoula is about the region's natural environment contributing to a sense of opportunity.  Missoula is about vigorous world-class health facilities and health education centers and a university that continues to grow in enrollment and acclaim.  It's about respecting and encouraging personal growth, health, and learning.  It's about being a part of the world community through international civic relationships and about respecting individual and cultural differences.  Missoula is about vigorous growth in new construction and business and the generosity of those businesses to sponsor worthwhile community projects.  Missoulians see their city expanding, and elected officials seek community support to project and plan for the growth.  Missoula is about knowing what makes our small city big and striving to preserve and encourage it.

An abundance of informational brochures can be requested from realtors in the Missoula area. The average selling price of homes in the Missoula area this year was around $165,000, according to local realtors.  More information on area real estate can be found at the web site: www.missoularealtors.com
ADDITIONAL CONTACTS

CONTACT FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ABOUT THIS POSITION: For technical information about this position or to be placed on a mailing list to receive the job announcement, please leave your name and address with Jim Menakis (email jmenakis@fs.fed.us or phone 406-329-4958) no later than March 5, 2004.  When this position is advertised, the announcement will be posted on the Internet at www.usajobs.opm.gov.

CONTACT FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ON COMMUNITY AND SERVICES:  Missoula Area Chamber of Commerce, P.O. Box 7577, Missoula, MT 59807-7577, phone: (406) 543-6623, Fax: (406) 543-6625.  Additional information on local government, community issues, housing, and news can be found at the following web sites:  www.ci.missoula.mt.us and www.missoulian.com
